A Buried Forest!

The amphitheater walkway at North Falls is in
relatively soft sandstone and mudstone, sedi-
ments that were deposited by a stream in be-
tween the basalt flows. A forest was able to
grow on this sediment and was, in turn, buried
by the next lava flow. In the North Falls amphi-
theater you are walking in the root zone of this
ancient forest. If you look up at the ceiling you
may notice round holes with blackened material
inside them (a flashlight helps). That blackened
material is the charred remains of the trees bur-
ied by that lava flow. This charred wood now
forms a weak form of petrified wood that may
rarely be found in the park. You may look for
this petrified wood, but remember the park has a
strict no collecting policy regarding all of our

rocks. We want to make sure our rocks are there

to share with future visitors as well!
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A buried tree in the eiIing of the North
Falls Amphitheater

Good Building Stone

The Civilian Conservation Corps preferred to use local
rock in the construction of many of their buildings,
including those at Silver Falls. The sandstone from
Episode 1 was quarried to build the Stone Shelter in the
South Falls day use area. Most of the rest of the struc-
tures in the park were built using the black basalt from
Episode 2. Its durability makes it good for forming
waterfall cliffs and for making buildings that can stand
up to the Oregon rains.
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